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Overview  

 Simple presentation  

 Simple issue 

 Simple fix



About me 

 Councillor at City of Fremantle 

 Passionate environmentalist 

 Don’t hate cats 

 Important companion animals - Scrap

 Want to see responsible ownership



Timeline

 Where we’ve been

 Where we’re at 

 Where we’re going? 



The beginning - What about cats? 

 What are you doing 
roaming around?

 Can we have the 
same laws as dogs?

 Meeting scheduled 
with governance 
team.



Why is containment important? 

 Everyone in this room knows the ecological 
impacts

 Can be up to 50x higher due to density  

 Cat Health 

 LG Management – is that a stray or a pet? 



Cat Act 

 Laws in LG come from State 
Government 

 LG cannot invent laws

 State have power to 
approve/disapprove 

 Minister for Local Government –
John Carey 



Prohibited Areas 

 No provision for containment. 



Not interested.



Getting a local Law passed 

 Notice of Motion

 Petition

 Speakers 

 Community 

 Experts  

 Evidence 

 Educate decision makers

 Start with something simple  



Prohibited Areas 

There are 12 cat prohibited areas within the City of Fremantle and 
owners are subject to a $200 fine if they do not comply:

1. Booyeembara Park

2. The Royal Fremantle Golf Course

3. The Fremantle Public Golf Course

4. Bathers Beach Reserve

5. Sir Frederick Samson Park

6. Cantonment Hill

7. Leighton Beach Reserve

8. Port Beach Reserve

9. Rocky Bay Reserve

10. North Fremantle Foreshore Reserve (including Prawn Bay)

11. South Beach Reserve

12. Hollis Park, Sandown Park and any other land within the 
boundary of the former South Fremantle landfill site.



Media Storm – Plank of the Week  



Shock Jock



Popular 



2019 – Cat Act Review – Submission  

 Opportunity! 

 Via South West NRM 
and City of Fremantle 



2019 – Cat Act Review – Finding  

 “It has been suggested that the Cat Act should contain provisions about confining
cats to premises and the number of cats allowed so that the same rules apply across
the State and local governments do not have to make their own local laws about
these matters. Seventy-three per cent of respondents supported the confinement of
cats to the owner’s property. It should be noted that among cat owners, there was
only 49 per cent support, with 39 per cent of cat owners opposing cat confinement.”

 What we were waiting for
 Change is on the way – we might get containment laws!





Community still wanted action! 

 Cats still roaming 

 Still catching cats in 
prohibited areas  

 Still cats in yards 

 Community wanted cats 
contained

 Still no provision for 
containment in Cat Act 



Step up a gear

Minister 
Environment 

Minister 
Local 

Government 

Cat Act 



June 2020

 David Templeman 
Minister for Local 
Government



June 2020

 Stephen Dawson 
Minister for 
Environment

 Refer to Minister 
Local Government 
(Templeman) 



July 2021 

 New Minister – New 
hope! 



We’re still catching cats in Prohibited 
Areas. 



Cats are still roaming. 

 Even on holiday I can’t 
relax! 

 Broome - Cable Beach 
Resort 

 Stray?

 Pet? 

 Feral?

 How far does it roam?

 Is it contributing to the 
feral cat population in the 
Kimberley? 

 Feeling helpless 



Cable Beach Resort – Broome 

Stray

FeralPet 





Minyirr Buru Conservation Park 



Fremantle – If containment existed 

Stray

FeralPet 

 Would be easier for LG to 
identify strays and feral 

 Easier for community to identify 
strays and stop feeding them 

 Cat Health 





Where to next? 

 Helpless 

 Frustrated



2021 - Prohibited Areas 
– Take 2
 Community wanted cats contained

 No revision following the Cat Act review  

 No provision for containment in Cat Act

1. Move to Prohibited cats from all City of 
Fremantle owned and managed Property

2. Under section 2.7 of the City of 
Fremantle Local Government Property 
Local Law, to make a determination to 
allow cats to be brought onto City of 
Fremantle Local Government Property, 
when they are securely tethered and/or 
confined to a suitable secure carrier, by 
a person. 

 *Didn’t want to impact on owners 



 “Clause 7 operates in a way that has an 
unintended effect on cat owners existing 
rights and interests.”

 “As previously reported, the Department 
of Local Government and Cultural 
Industries, provided similar feedback and 
recommended an alternative option to 
reduce the areas to be included as “Cat 
Prohibited Areas” in the City’s proposed 
amendment local law to include the City’s 
‘green’ areas. Another option may be to 
expand the current list of “Cat Prohibited 
Areas” by specifying a list of City owned 
or managed properties, excluding any 
public road reserve, verge, or crossover.”



Where to next? 

 Helpless (again)

 Frustrated (again)



2022 – (Another) Review 
Announced   

 We just had one in 2019?

 “At this stage a full review of the Cat 
Act is not planned for the immediate 
future, however the next statutory 
review is due to be carried out as soon 
as practicable after 2024,” she said.

 For the record, a Department of Local 
Government spokeswoman said the 2019 
statutory review indicated the Cat Act 
had been “generally effective”.

 This means change end of the decade



Meanwhile  

 Movement is growing 

 Other LG’s creating prohibited areas 

 Varied interpretations on Cat Act 

 Some getting rejected 

 No uniform laws

 No efficiency in sector 



Challenges 

 Cat Act not for for purpose 

 Government difficult to engage 

 Apparent lack of interest 



How can we effectively 
mange the feral population 
if we cannot control 
domestic and stray 
populations? 

Stray

FeralPet 



How can we protect, 
enhance and return urban 
wildlife? 

Stray

FeralPet 



Where to next? 

 Tomorrow we are having a 
round table meeting with 
LG’s from across the state. 

 We are not sure where to 
turn

 We know 2024 is too late 
for a review 



Action – What you can do 

 What is your local government doing on the matter? 

 Ask your Councillor or Mayor

 Raise a motion at the AGM

 Get the conversation happening in your LGA

 Will make prohibited areas easier! 

 Email John Carey john.carey@mp.wa.gov.au

mailto:john.carey@mp.wa.gov.au


Simple Solution! 
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