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• Martu Country 

• Became an IPA in 2013

• Big country: 6.6 million hectares

• Little Sandy Desert + Gibson Desert

• Male and female rangers working on 
country

Birriliburu Indigenous 

Protected Area







Threatened Species on Birriliburu

Mantangalku (Bilby) Kakarrarturl (Marsupial mole)

Tjakkati (Brush-tailed mulgara)Tjakura (Great desert skink)



Walykulkunta-ya

ngurra

One of the things we worry about 
on Birriliburu is feral animals

Tjutjukulyu (cats) and tjirrirta
(foxes) are killing animals that are 
important to us like mantangalku
(bilby) and tjakura (great desert 
skink)



Monitoring Feral 

Predators

• Track Plots 

• 14 permanent track plot sites at Katjarra

• 145 Track plots surveyed at Katjarra since 
2015 

• Cameras 

• Motion cameras placed on roads around 
Katjarra

• Predator scats 

• Scats collected to analyse what they are 
eating
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Predator scats 

Total of 117 scats from cats, 
foxes and dingoes have 
been collected and 
analysed across the 
Birriliburu IPA 



Cat Diet 
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Fox Diet 
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Why use Felixers? 

• Birriliburu is very remote and Felixers don’t 
require much maintenance compared to other 

methods 

• Shooting or trapping are too time intensive 

and not feasible. And reluctant to use 

widescale baiting because it will impact the 

dingoes. 

• Want to put them in key areas to protect  

threatened species 



Where did we put the 

Felixers?

• Katjarra (Carnarvon Ranges) in the 
south west corner of the IPA

• Used our track plot data and 
camera traps to find areas of high 
cat activity 

• Looked for cat tracks on the road  
when driving



2021

Set up the machines in July but the 

solar panel didn’t work so the 
machines ran out of battery  

2022

Set up machines in April, checked 

them again in July and brought 

them back to Wiluna in September





• 3 Felixers out from April – September 

(5 months)

• 12 photos of cats, 5 were targets 

(41.6% success) 

• 8 photos of foxes, 4 were targets 

(50% success)

• Felixer 1 - no targets 

• Felixer 2 - 4 fox targets 

• Felixer 3 - 5 cat targets

How did they go?



TARGET

Not a target



TARGET

Not a target



NOT TARGETS 



TARGET

Have to be careful around town because little tjarntu will be a target, 

luckily Birriliburu is very far away from town 

When we were testing the machines in Wiluna last year (with no poison)…. 



What have we 
learnt? 

• Set them up in a good spot where 
lots of cats walk past 

• Take your time when setting them 
up 

• Takes a long time to get approvals 
and permits to use them, be patient 

• Will only work in a small area

• Good for remote areas but you still 
need to check them regularly 



What next?

• Hoping to have them out with 1080 by mid 
year 

• Still working on the permits and approvals to 
use them with 1080

• Get more rangers trained in online Felixer
training and 1080 use 

• Decide where we put them

Thank you for listening 


