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What is a conservation detection dog?

Å Specifically trained dog that can detect a target odour(s)
(e.g. Dazzy does cat, fox, Northern Quoll and Bilby)

Å Highly driven work ethic

Å Work off lead and without muzzle

Å Have undertaken snake and bait aversion training

Å Passively indicate on target odour
Å Detection dogs must ï

ï Not interact with other wildlife;

ï Reliably avoid snakes and baits;

ï Have a demonstrated level of accuracy and reliability;

ï Be reward driven;

ï Have a strong and sustained drive to work (many breeds donôt have this);

ï The dogs life is focussed on finding the target scent(s)

Å Large body of supporting literature
ï e.g. 19 times more effective than humans and

153% more accurate in find koala scats (Cristescuet al. 2015)

Reference: Cristescu, et al. (2015) Scientific Reports, 5, 8349
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Search strategies

ÅDiscovering (large area) 
ïFigure 8 search pattern in front of the handler 

(but always under control)

ÅSpecific area

ïDirectional control to cover a specific area
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How good is a detection dog in finding a 

cryptic scat of a threatened species?

ÅMethod

ï25*25m areas (old horse agistment)

ïDouble blind experiment

ïCryptic scats (i.e. Bilby scats in leaf litter)

ï1 or 2 scat piles, 48 repeats

ïHuman and dog searches (max 10mins)
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